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SECRET STATE 093398 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: NL 

SUBJECT: VISITS OF NUCLEAR POWERED WARSHIPS (NPW) 

1 . ASSISTANT SECRETARY VEST TOOK UP SEPARATELY WITH 
POLITICAL AFFAIRS DIRECTOR GENERAL RUTTEN, THE VISIT OF 
NPWS ON THE OCCASION OF DUTCH FOREIGN MINISTER VAN DER 
KLAAUW'S MEETING WITH THE SECRETARY ON APRIL 11. 

2. MR. VEST NOTED OUR CONTINUING INTEREST IN NPW ACCESS 
TO EUROPEAN PORTS AND THAT WE ARE PLEASED WITH INFORMAL 
DUTCH NOTIFICATION THAT A DECISION HAS BEEN TAKEN TO 
ACCEPT US ASSURANCES REGARDING LIABILITY, THEREBY 
HOPEFULLY CLEARING THE WAY FOR NPW VISITS ON THE SAME 
BASIS AS FOR OTHER WARSHIPS. MR. VEST ADDED THAT WE 
MAY POSSIBLY REQUEST AN NPW VISIT DURING THE COMING 
SUMMER. 

3. MR. RUTTEN THOUGHT THAT PREVIOUS LEGAL PROBLEMS ON 
NPW VISITS TO DUCH PORTS HAD BEEN OVERCOME AND TOOK NOTE 
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OF A POSSIBLE REQUEST FOR A PORT CALL THIS SUMMER. VANCE 
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